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Graduates, Memorial Day, and Mom

This month we are excited to share with you the graduates of our church family! Two of our young
ladies, Ellie Reints and Emma Haan, will be graduating from Aplington-Parkersburg High School on May
17,2026.

ELLIE REINTS
The daughter of Joel and Brandy Reints, Ellie’s future plans after graduation
are to attend the University of lowa and major in Biomedical Engineering.

She is currently employed at Legend Trail Golf Course & Restaurant and her
advice to underclassmen is “Enjoy it! It goes by quicker than you will ever
know.!

EMMA HAAN

The daughter of Amy Swanson Haan and Irvin Haan, Emma’s future plans are
to attend lowa State University to major in Digital Storytelling, then attend
law school at the University of lowa with hopes of becoming a defense
attorney. She is actively involved at Bayer and Falcon Growers Greenhouse.

Emma’s advice to underclassmen is, “Try to become an (FFA) officer! If you
are chosen you will make so many memories and it will look great on a
resume!”




ANDREW HAAN

Oldest brother of Emma, Andrew Haan recently
graduated from the University of Michigan with
Master of Engineering in Automotive
Engineering.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR GRADUATES!
WE WISH YOU THE BEST IN YOUR FUTURE ENDEAVORS!

No Greater Love Than This - A Memorial Day Reflection
5/30/2021

Source: https://cbn.com/news/us/greg-laurie-no-greater-love-memorial-day-reflection
Author: Greg Laurie

Today, we observe Memorial Day, a day set aside to honor the brave men and women who laid down their lives for the
preservation of the freedoms we enjoy here in the United States of America.

Our country's shortcomings, flaws, and sins are real and we must repent of them and continue to work for liberty and justice
for all. Even with all of our struggles, | still think America is great, as we have many personal liberties and protections that
others long for. Without the sacrifices of the men and women of our armed forces and their loved ones, our nation, and our
world would be less free and less safe.

While some may gather with family or friends for picnics or bar-b-ques today, others are mourning. There are a couple of
things | think we all should remember:

The Ultimate Sacrifice
At his final Passover meal with his disciples, Jesus said, "Greater love has no one than this than to lay down one's life for his

friends" (John 15:13).

As our country begins to reopen, our eyes are fixed on a post-pandemic future. Let's take the opportunity Memorial Day
gives us to turn our gaze to the past, remembering those who lost their lives for the sake of our futures.

For decades, men and women of our military have given everything for the welfare of others. Nothing exemplifies the
sacrificial love of Jesus like they do, and God has blessed this nation in an extraordinary way through their actions.

Remember to Pray
America has always needed God. But at this time of sickness and social unrest, that truth is more apparent than ever.



Alexis de Tocqueville, a French political thinker, and historian wrote a book entitled "Democracy in America,” which was
published after his extensive travels in our country when it was still young. He made a statement about the "greatness" of
America that bears remembering:

"I sought for the greatness and genius of America in her commadious harbors and her ample rivers—and it
was not there_..in her fertile fields and boundless forests—and it was not there...in her rich mines and her
vast world commerce—and it was not there...in her democratic Congress and her matchless Constitution—
and it was not there. Not until | went into the churches of America and heard her pulpits aflame with
righteousness did | understand the secret of her genius and power. America is great because she is good, and
if America ever ceases to be good, America will cease to be great."

Qur greatness comes from our goodness, and | believe that goodness comes from our faith roots, which we stray from at our
own peril.

In Scripture, God instructs us to humble ourselves, pray, seek his presence, and turn our backs on our wicked lives. If we do

that, he promises to hear our prayers, forgive our sins, and restore our land to health. Let's pray that God would send a great
revival to America.

And let's always pray for our soldiers and for their families and friends, that God would bring them comfort. We also take
this moment to renew our commitment to loving and serving our brothers and sisters in this nation. We will continue to
defend our values and remember the men and women who made a way for our freedom.

It's important to remember what God has done for us. In the same way, it's important to remember the sacrifices of those

who have fought for our freedom. Today and every day, we honor the soldiers who laid down their lives and we pray for
those they left behind.

HARRY
MOTHERSSIDAY]




(.

a ﬂﬂVﬂ“q

5/3
5/4
5/9
5/14
517
5/20
5/21
5/28
5/29

apyRs

Steven Kramer
Dale Meester
Emma Haan
Sharon Schipper
Ken Roberts
Amy Mulder
Irvin Haan
Rollyn DeGroot
Ryan Edeker

DIRECTIOMNS:
Find and circle the
vaocabulary words
in the grid. Look
for them in all
directions including
backwards and
diagonally.

BASEBALL

BLOSSOM

BUMBLEBEE

BUTTERFLY
CIMNCO DE MAYOD

FLOWERS

5/14 Steve & Charlene Kramer  ®
5/16 Delbert & Sharon Cordes
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GARDEN MOTHER'S DAY

GEMINI PIFATA

GREEN PLANT

LADYBUG SEEDS

LAWNMOWER SPRIMG

MAYPOLE SUNSHIME

MEMORIAL DAY TAURUS

MOM TEACHER
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